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How important is diligence? 

It will take diligence “to enter that rest [of God, to know and experience it for ourselves]” 

 

Consider the following portions from God’s Word: 

 

Hebrews 4:1-11 (TLB)  
1 

 Although God’s promise still stands—his promise that all may enter his place of rest—we 

ought to tremble with fear because some of you may be on the verge of failing to get there after 

all.  

 
2 

 For this wonderful news—the message that God wants to save us—has been given to us just as 

it was to those who lived in the time of Moses. But it didn’t do them any good because they 

didn’t believe it. They didn’t mix it with faith.  

 
3 

 For only we who believe God can enter into his place of rest. He has said, "I have sworn in my 

anger that those who don’t believe me will never get in," even though he has been ready and 

waiting for them since the world began.  

 
4 

 We know he is ready and waiting because it is written that God rested on the seventh day of 

creation, having finished all that he had planned to make.  

 
5 

 Even so they didn’t get in, for God finally said, "They shall never enter my rest."  

 
6 

 Yet the promise remains and some get in—but not those who had the first chance, for they 

disobeyed God and failed to enter.  

 
7 

 But he has set another time for coming in, and that time is now. He announced this through 

King David long years after man’s first failure to enter, saying in the words already quoted, 

"Today when you hear him calling, do not harden your hearts against him."  

 
8 

 This new place of rest he is talking about does not mean the land of Israel that Joshua led them 

into. If that were what God meant, he would not have spoken long afterwards about "today" 

being the time to get in.  

 
9 

 So there is a full complete rest still waiting for the people of God.  

 
10 

 Christ has already entered there. He is resting from his work, just as God did after the 

creation.  

 
11 

 Let us do our best to go into that place of rest, too, being careful not to disobey God as the 

children of Israel did, thus failing to get in.  
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Word Search: 

(The following is from verse eleven Amplified and King James Version Bible) 

(Highlighted text added) 

 

Hebrews 4:11 (AMP)  
11 

 Let us therefore be zealous and exert ourselves and strive diligently to enter that rest [of 

God, to know and experience it for ourselves], that no one may fall or perish by the same kind of 

unbelief and disobedience [into which those in the wilderness fell].  

 

Hebrews 4:11 (KJV)  
11 

 Let us labour #4704 therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example 

of unbelief. 

 

Greek definition for “labour” #4704:  

 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

endeavour 3  

do diligence 2  

be diligent 2  

give diligence 1  

be forward 1  

labour 1  

study 1  

[Total Count: 11]  

 

from <G4710> (spoude); to use speed, i.e. to make effort, be prompt or earnest :- do (give) 

diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

Greek root definition: #4710: 

 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

diligence 5  

haste 2  

business 1  

care 1  

forwardness 1  

earnest care 1  

carefulness 1  

[Total Count: 12]  
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from <G4692> (speudo); “speed”, i.e. (by implication) despatch, eagerness, earnestness :- 

business, (earnest) care (-fulness), diligence, forwardness, haste. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

Greek root definition: #4692: 

 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

make haste 3  

haste 1  

haste unto 1  

with haste 1  

[Total Count: 6]  

 

probably strengthened from <G4228> (pous); to “speed” (“study”), i.e. urge on (diligently or 

earnestly); by implication to await eagerly :- (make, with) haste unto. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

Other resources to assist you: 

 

Diligence_How to Conquer Slothfulness Series Click here. 

 

Rewards For Being Diligent: (Video) Click here. 

 

http://surefootedmin.org/More/CharacterQuality/DiligenceHowtoConquerSlothfulnessSeries
http://surefootedmin.org/More/CharacterQuality/Rewardsforbeingdiligent

